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Alliance Water Resources Awarded Contract for City of Nevada  
Water and Wastewater Operations and Management 

 
 

COLUMBIA, Mo.—The city of Nevada, Mo., has awarded a contract for the operations and management 
of its water and wastewater treatment system to Columbia-based Alliance Water Resources. The five-
year contract became effective Feb. 1. 
 
Under terms of the agreement, Alliance will operate, repair and provide preventive maintenance for 
Nevada’s water and wastewater treatment plants—including sewer collection and water distribution, read 
meters, and provide capital improvement planning, technical services, and annual state-mandated 
consumer confidence reports.   
 
The company’s first priorities, according to Alliance Division Manager Gary Johnson, are to identify and 
eliminate the causes of Nevada’s distinctive sulphur odor at the water treatment plant, identify and 
eliminate the cause of hard water scaling, and institute record keeping to satisfy state and federal 
regulations. Alliance will maintain and repair the mains that distribute water to city residents, perform 
bacteriological testing on those mains, and maintain the collection lines that bring wastewater to the city’s 
wastewater plant, he said. 
 
Citizens should expect significant improvement in the service and quality of their water in the future, said 
Johnson. “It takes a team to manage an operation like this. The people we hired are excellent employees, 
and are all working hard to make the improvements customers want,” he added. 
 
The new hires Johnson referred to are the 13 former city public works employees who applied to work at 
Alliance once the management contract was in place. Alliance expects to operate with an on-site staff of 
18. 
 
The Nevada City Council approved the contract, in part, because Alliance’s managers have experience 
operating reverse osmosis water facilities similar to Nevada’s, and will be able to share that knowledge 
with staff.  
 
The company will give monthly reports on its progress to the council, and a more detailed analysis based 
on its first three months of fact-finding at the 90-day benchmark. 
 
Nevada is located northwest of Springfield and south of Kansas City, in the center of Vernon County. It 
has a population of about 8,365 and is home to a 229-acre 3M commercial graphics plant that employs 
more than 600, and Cottey College, a two-year residential woman’s liberal arts and sciences school with 
a student body of about 350. 
 



 
 

Johnson is responsible for overseeing the management of Alliance operations in Nevada, as well as 
wastewater treatment for the city of Bonne Terre; full water and wastewater services for Public Water 
Supply District No. 2 of Phelps County; wastewater management for the city of Sedalia; and full water and 
wastewater treatment services for Ste. Genevieve. Johnson joined Alliance in 1980 and has more than 31 
years of experience in water and wastewater operations and management.  
 
Alliance’s site manager at Nevada is Shawn Middendorf, who has more than 10 years of experience in 
wastewater operations. Middendorf joined Alliance in 1997 as a maintenance worker, and has held the 
positions of operator and maintenance mechanic; wastewater treatment operations foreman, supervisor 
and manager; and most recently served as the system manager at Alliance’s Parkville, Mo., division. 
Middendorf expects to relocate to Nevada soon.  
 
About Alliance Water Resources: 
Alliance Water Resources is one of the Midwest’s leading providers of water and wastewater 
management and contract operations services. Alliance helps municipal water and sewer departments, 
and rural water and sewer districts, improve their technical, management, and financial capabilities, 
ensure regulatory compliance, and improve customer service.  Headquartered in Columbia, Mo., Alliance 
serves more than 25 communities in Missouri and surrounding states, and has more than 250 employees. 
 

For more information about Alliance Water Resources, visit www.alliancewater.com. 

 

 

 


